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Ellie campaigns to
bring back BR

iNcE i founded the ‘Bring
Back British Rail’
campaign in 2009, it has

captured the imaginations of rail
passengers and train company
employees alike. its simple
message aims to do ‘exactly what
is says on the tin’ – to bring our
country’s railways back into public
ownership and to start running
them as one newly unified
organisation that puts people
before profits. 

the message seems to strike a
chord with all those who travel
and work on railways, because
nobody seems happy with the
present system. it might be seen
as ‘a big ask’, but it feels important
that, nearly 18 years after the
railways were sold-off, the Bring
Back British Rail campaign exists
as a bold statement that
privatisation was not progress -
and a radical rethink of our
country’s rail network is 
required.

A PASSIONAtE PASSENGER
i’ve never worked for the railways
and i was actually only 15 years

old when British Rail was killed off
by Major’s government. i have
some memories of the old
intercity trains travelling to
Scotland and Wales on family
holidays and of Network
SouthEast where i grew up in
Ealing. But, as a teenager, i was
oblivious to what was happening
policy-wise. i describe myself now
as a ‘passionate passenger’ –
someone who endured years of
delayed, over-priced and over-
crowded journeys around the UK
and finally snapped. that’s when i
set up the campaign.

Because we are a small
organisation run by volunteers
(largely just me in my flat in
Glasgow!) we have begun to
collaborate with larger
organisations with more funding
and manpower. in August, we
worked with the campaign for

Better transport (cfBt), the
environmental group climate
Rush and trade unionists to put
on a mass demonstration outside
London’s Waterloo Station against
the government’s train fare rises. 

IDEALIStS AND REALIStS
this grouping worked really well
as it echoed the campaign’s ethos
of uniting both the passenger and
the employee perspectives –
bringing together the idealists
(like us and climate Rush) and the
realists like the cfBt. this protest
got a lot of media attention and
was the first outing of our Bring
Back British Rail banner - which i
hope will make far more public
appearances over the next few
years!

the central focus of the
campaign over the coming year is
the e-petition on the newly re-
launched government website.
the petition is acting as a useful
place to channel people’s
enthusiasm for the campaign’s
message and to amount support.
We aim to get 100,000 signatures
on the e-petition before it closes
on 4 August 2012, in order to
force the issue into Parliament
next year. We are want to work
with other organisations to co-
ordinate further demonstrations
and actions.

LOOKING FOR LINKS
At the moment the campaign is
largely happening online, where
my own skills lie in social media
and web-development. i am
conscious, however, that this may
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isolate a large number of potential
supporters without easy access to
computers. 

Over the next few years we are
hoping to bridge this divide, by
setting up a network of
supporters in different areas of
the country to do groundwork at
stations and with local union
offices. this’ll take time, of course,
but we have the patience to keep
at it… We are in this for the long
haul! 

the Bring Back British Rail
campaign will continue to exist –
kicking-up-a-fuss and putting
pressure on the government – just
as long as the railways remain in
their current mess. We will keep
going strong until there is a
radical restructuring of the rail
network so that the passengers
and the employees benefit rather
than the shareholders of private
companies. Only then, perhaps,
will we be able to feel real pride in
working and travelling on our
trains again.
 to join our mailing list or

Facebook group go to
facebook.com/bringbackbritis
hrail

 if you’d like to get involved
with BBBR, please get in touch
via
info@bringbackbritishrail.org

 Why not sign our e-petition
and circulate it to your
friends?

 you can also support us by
making a donation, buying
merchandise or joining our
membership scheme (see
details online). Lively Ellie brings great enthusiasm to the campaign for public rail

The first outing for Ellie’s new banner - which she hopes will make
many public appearances!
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